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Dear Members of the Somerset Guild of Weavers, Spinners & Dyers, 
 
 
What a busy few months we have had, and, with lots of new members it feels as if 
we are really buzzing when we meet these days.  It is fantastic to see new faces and 
I would like to welcome all our new members on behalf of the Somerset Guild.  I 
hope you all stay with us and share your ideas and skills with us.  If we carry on 
expanding at this rate we shall have to start looking for a bigger Village Hall. 
  
I must congratulate the winners of the competitions last month. Marilyn Biggs won 
the spinning competition, closely followed by Brenda Lawrence and Brenda 
Hamblin.  Paddy Bakker came first in the Weaving competition, Talitha Clarke came 
second and Barbara Spicer was third.  The standard of the entries was very good 
and I know John had a difficult time judging.  I hope you will be inspired to enter 
future competitions - the more entries and wider the variety the better. 
  
I have started to feel like hibernating as it's getting dark and cold and wondering what 
my next project will be which leads me to confess to a horrible addiction. I am 
compelled to buy magazines. I see bright shiny covers and I think there is going to be 
real inspiration in this one.  I buy it, do nothing from it and then go and buy another 
one and the worst thing is I can't throw them away.  I am a lost cause and hopeless 
case.  All the bits and bobs for the Christmas tree, presents for him, presents for her 
and an amazing array of ways to cook a turkey.  All considered and none of it done.  
If anyone would like to start a help group do please get in touch. 
  
I hope you all do enjoy your Christmas and don't get caught up in the stuff we don't 
need to do and enjoy the things we do need to do. Stay stress free and spin, weave 
or dye your troubles away. 
  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  I hope to see you all in January. 
  
 
 
 
Jan Newton 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News from the Chair 
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Guild Competitions 
 

The theme for both spinning and weaving competitions was ‘thick and thin’. We were 
fortunate to have John Arbon there in October to judge the entries. 
 
Spinning Competition 2012 
 

 
 

Weaving Competition 2012 
                                                                                  

       
                                                                          

 
 

                                             

There were four entries for the 
spinning competition. John had a 
tough job judging this competition. 
 
He decided that the entry from 
Marilyn Biggs brought out the theme 
’thick and thin’ most effectively but 
commented that all the entries were 
very good. 
 
Marilyn’s entry is the skein with the 
yellow coils. 

There were only three entries for this 
competition and again John found the 
selection of a winner very challenging. 
 
He chose the entry from Paddy Bakker. 
Paddy could not be at the Guild meeting 
to receive her trophy but was awarded it 
at the Staplehay workshop much to her 
surprise and pleasure (see front page). 
 
The other entries were highly 
commended by John. 
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Competitions 2013 
 
If you have any ideas for the themes for Guild Competitions for next year, please let 
us know. There are three competitions: spinning, weaving and dyeing. Please look at 
your new programme for the dates. 
 
We would also like to encourage more people to take part in the competitions. All 
levels of experience and skill are welcome. We do not want people to wait until they 
believe they have become proficient before entering. The themes selected by the 
Guild Committee deliberately allow for variation in experience and people just 
starting out have won competitions in the past.  

 
 

Library Update 
 
 
We are still looking for help in moving the books to and from the lock-up. We need 
people to give just 15 minutes of their time at the start of the Guild and at 1.15pm 
when the books are put away. 
 
The library is a well-used resource. We have help with borrowing and returning 
books but do need your support to enable us to continue with the service  
 
Please contact Miranda Hewitt, Librarian, if you can help. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 

 
February Soup and Bread Lunch 

 
 
For the February Guild Meeting we plan to have a lunch of soup and bread that we 
can all share as well as raise some money for Guild coffers. We need volunteers to 
bring soup and bread. 
 
In the past we have had some wonderful homemade soup and bread brought in by 
members. If anyone has the time and wants to make either soup or bread, we would 
appreciate your efforts greatly. Given that many of us are busy people, we also 
welcome wholesome shop bought contributions. 
 
If you are able to volunteer, please let us know what you can bring. There will be a 
form on the entrance table at the Guild Meeting on 19th January 2013. 
 
Many Thanks. 
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Using Colour in Your Craft: Janet Phillips 
20th October 2012 

 
 

 
                                                                                         

  
                                            

She started the talk on the colour wheel, explaining complementary and opposite 
colours, posing the question of why, if one mixes too many colours or opposite 
colours, one always gets BROWN.  In answering she suggested sticking to only one 
side of the wheel and using shades to gain the richness desired.  She went on to 
explain if one wanted to use red and green for example one should use a light 
yellowy green with a orange red, so the common bond is yellow thus avoiding the 
dreaded brown.  Also, since there are a million shades of each colour, using as many 
as possible gives depth to one’s work.  With this in mind she launched into the 
necessity of dying one’s own colours and that this was an exact science as only a 
millilitre difference in dye colours gave different shades. Use acid dyes she 
recommended for accuracy.  Wow, what a lovely selection of woven scarves she had 
to show us.   
 

 
 
Thank you Janet for such a fantastic and inspiring talk, and to Nora for inviting her.  
As a new member may I congratulate Nora for such a lovely selection of speakers.  I 
have enjoyed them all.   
 
Caroline Murray-Gourlay 

 

We were then shown some 
amazing cards with different 
colour combinations and invited 
to make one for ourselves.  She 
said doing one of these colour 
cards before setting out on a 
project was essential so as not to 
be disappointed with our end 
results.  
 

Janet Phillips came to speak at the Guild meeting     
on Saturday and what an inspiration she was!  
Her talk on colour left us all buzzing and inspired 
as Carole Mellish put it “ She made me want to 
experiment with colour a bit more.  Also she 
made me realise what I did know but it was nice 
to hear it put so well.” 
 
Janet has been experimenting with colour for 
more than 40 years.  At the age of 14 she visited 
an exhibition on the use of colour in tweeds by 
Bernat Klein.  She went on to study textiles and 
worked in industry designing for some important 
manufacturers.  She has now written a number of 
books on tweeds and the use of colour.   
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Association News: November Update 
 

We have received the following request: 
 
“My name is Gordon MacDonald and I live on the Isle of Lewis in Scotland and would 
like to take up weaving Harris Tweed, but the problem is obtaining a loom, either new 
or secondhand. 
 
I have found a company, Griffith, which manufactures a suitable loom that will weave 
both double width and single width fabric, but requires an order for 16 individual 
looms before manufacture will start. As there is a limited population on the island I 
am including your Association in the hope that some of your members or their 
contacts may have an interest in purchasing a new loom. Each loom is priced at 
£15,000 plus VAT and delivery. 
 
Each individual would have to contact the manufacturer directly to take the order 
process forward, but I am hopeful that the target can be reached and new looms 
produced for a new generation of weavers. Please contact Gordon MacDonald 
 
Mobile: 07718898115 
Home: 01851 705142 
Email: gordon@macdonald.net 

 
And another: 

 
Good morning, 
I am contacting you as I am searching for a freelance weaver, or a member from 
your Association, who would be willing to work and develop a few pieces for a 
Fashion Show presentation. Of course, I am willing to offer the salary required in 
regards to the work and time dedicated. 
 
The Show is in April, however knowing the essentials of the collection's 
management, I would like to be in contact as soon as possible in order to start 
developing the technique and samples necessary. 
 
Our studio is based in London (Islington). We can provide the yarns and material but 
do not have access to any spinning machine (so the person needs to be able to 
manage the production on their own). 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me: Alexandra Grignon, 
Mobile:   07890057365  
Email: axgrignon@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
 
Deadline: 31 December 2012 
 
The EAC Over 60s Art Awards competition is open to all amateur artists over the age 
of 60, to encourage and celebrate the talents of older people. The 2012 Awards see 
a number of exciting changes, including reduced entry fees, additional prizes, an 
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online gallery showing all entries, and a new award ceremony event at the House of 
Lords. 
 
There are 35 prizes totalling over £3000 on offer. As well as category prizes, there 
are two £500 Angela Farnell Memorial Prizes for best entries from artists living in 
sheltered /retirement housing or a care home, or who enter through a day centre, the 
Art and Wellbeing Prize and the Prize for Group Work, each at £250, and the ever 
popular People’s Choice Award. 
 
The categories include textiles and 3D craft as well as painting. For more information 
follow the link: www.eacartawards.org.uk 
 
Some Exhibitions 
 
The exhibition 'Tapestry: Weaving the Century at Dovecot Studios 1912 – 2012' 
is a large wonderful exhibition. It was on in Edinburgh and has now opened at 
Compton Verney, Warwickshire and is well worth a visit.  It is on until 16 December 
2012. Anyone who took the last Journal, no. 243, will see that on p.2 there is an 
advert – “ 2 for 1” admission if they take the magazine or the ad with them. 
 
The Stratford-upon Avon Guild was asked to put together the final resources room so 
that the public would understand a little more of weaving processes. Visitors are 
intrigued to know how it is done and about weaving in general. Guild members will be 
there on Thursdays and Sundays and look forward to meeting members from other 
Guilds. 
 
More info at www.comptonverney.org.uk. 
 
 
Ramses Wissa Wassef 
 
 

 
 

Celebrating the Centenary of Ramses Wissa 
Wassef and the 60th anniversary of 
the founding of the Art Centre, RAMSES WISSA 
WASSEF ART CENTRE, EGYPT 
 
An exhibition of new tapestries for sale will be 
held at 
THE CONINGSBY GALLERY 
30 TOTTENHAM STREET, 
LONDON W1T 4RJ 
20th November – 1st December 2012 
 
OPEN DAILY INCLUDING SUNDAY 11am– 
6pm 
To request an invitation to the Private View on 
Monday, 19th November 6pm – 9pm or for 
further information contact: 
Barbara Heller, 36 Camden Square, 
London NW1 9XA 
Tel. +44 (0) 207 267 1034 
e-mail: barbara@wissa-wassef-arts.com 
Visit: www-wissa-wassef-arts.com 
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Roles at the Association 
 
Another plea for volunteers to join both the JEC and the GPC. 
Association Treasurer: We are looking for a suitable person to shadow Jenifer, our 
Treasurer, for the next year with a view of taking on the job in 2014. 
The suitable person would ideally have some bookkeeping experience and be able to 
use a computer to prepare spreadsheets and type reports. Shadowing will build on 
those skills, so they need not be extensive. The successful person will become a key 
member of a committee whose aims are to improve the services it provides to Guilds 
and to others. Travel expenses for meetings will be paid by the Association. 
To apply, a GPC nomination form will need to be completed and sent to me by 19th 
January 2013. Those interested should contact me if they would like more 
information. (secretary@wsd.org.uk) 
 
Advertising Manager: From April 2013 the post of Advertising Manager will be 
vacant - however we would like to recruit an apprentice as soon as possible in order 
to allow a phased handover before then. This is now an urgent request so please 
consider offering your help. We work hard but it is very rewarding – making good 
friends, learning more about our crafts, widening our horizons and skills base are just 
a few benefits. You are welcome to join one of our meetings as an observer before 
deciding to join us (our next meeting is 6th October). Please contact Christina 
Chisholm, chair@thejournalforwsd.org.uk for a no obligation chat! 

 
 

Coming Early Next Year 
 
 
January 2013: Sandra Coleridge 
 
Sandra is a textile artist living in East Devon. Her current work focuses on using an 
embellisher (a dry felting machine) and a sewing machine to give fine detail and to 
finish work.  
 
Her work is inspired by two completely different sources, firstly by many trips to India 
which provide wonderful rich patterns and colour. She uses beads and sequins as 
well as hand embroidery to embellish pieces of work. She also enjoys photographing 
and studying flora to translate into her felted pieces. These pieces are often made 
into functional items such as bags and garments. 
 
If you want to see more before the session, go to www.sandracoleridge.com 
 
 
 
February 2013: Dye Day 
 
This is an opportunity for hands-on experience of using dyes. At this stage we think 
the workshop will be about natural dyes. The workshop will give members ideas and 
skills in preparation for the Dye Competition in April. 
 
We will give out more details at the January meeting, as there will be a requirement 
to bring along some basics like aprons and rubber gloves. Watch this space! 
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Patchwork Meadow 
 
 
Plantlife, the wild plant conservation charity, is launching an ambitious project to 
create a Bayeux Tapestry of Britain’s wild plants. The project is open to all; all skill 
levels and age groups are welcome. The basic rules are that each contribution 
should be 15cm square, it should be any fabric based technique (sewing, weaving, 
printing, painting, knitting, felting, lace-making etc), and it should portray any plant or 
plants that currently grows wild in Britain. 
 
Each square should also contain the name of the person who made it and the name 
(or names) of the plants (or trees, mushrooms, mosses, lichen, algae) depicted. The 
squares should be mounted on card (acid free foam or mount board is the best but 
any rigid, unprinted cardboard will work). If you are looking for inspiration we have 
provided a range of factsheets on different themes (Love, Life & Remembrance; 
Plants of Faith; Literature & Art; Mythology, Fairies & Witches; Royalty, Names & 
Warfare; Plants of Place & Time; Food, Medicine & Materials). 
 
What will happen to the squares? Everyone can enter information about their 
square and a picture directly into the online gallery, but don’t worry if you don’t have 
access to the Internet or a digital camera (call us on 01722342730) to discuss how to 
send us your information. 
 
As well as the online gallery there will be physical exhibitions starting at the Wild 
North Festival in Caithness and Sutherland in summer 2013. From summer 2013 to 
summer 2014 we will be working to find both temporary and permanent homes for 
the squares at the county or area level depending on the participation in the project. 
 
Part of a wider project: the Patchwork Meadow is part of a wider project called 
Wildflower Europe which is happening in 5 countries (Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, 
Slovenia and the UK). There are 3 parts to the project, the Patchwork Meadow, 
wildflower festivals in plant rich rural areas in each of the countries, and a training 
element to develop community history archives. In summer 2014 there will be a 
travelling exhibition of the Patchwork Meadow work from the other countries. 
 
How to take part: all the information on how to take part is included in our 
Patchwork Meadow leaflet http://wildflowereurope.org/create-your-patch/. We also 
have printed copies of the leaflet available if you wish to share with a group or others. 
How to contact us: patchworkmeadow@plantlife.org or 01722 342730  
Visit the Plantlife website (www.plantlife.org.uk/patchworkmeadow) or the Project 
Website (www.wildflowereurope.org) 
We hope that you will be inspired to take part and if you know of any individuals or 
organisations, who might be interested, please let us know. 
 
With thanks 
The Patchwork Meadow Team 
Plantlife  
   
Plantlife, 14 Rollestone Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP1 1DX. UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1722 342730 Fax: +44 (0)1722 329035 
www.plantlife.org.uk 
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Fancy Yarns Workshops: Spring 2013 
(Not suitable for beginners) 

run by Margaret Knight 
 

Types of yarns: Snarl  - boucle – slub – tufted – knickerbocker  
Seed or knop – crepe – cloud – rose 

 
Place:          Spinners and Weavers Workshop, Sweethay, Taunton 

 
Dates:             To be confirmed depending on what people want   
                                      (Weekdays/weekends?) 
Times:           10am – 3.30pm 
 
Cost:              £40 per day coffee /tea/biscuits provided, also fibres included 

 
Deposit required when dates confirmed. Numbers will be restricted 

 
Anyone interested please contact Margaret on: 

 
Email: spinner54498@btinternet.com 

or Tel: 01460-54498 
 
 

Spinners and Weavers Workshop 
Sweethay Studio, Staplehay TA3 7HG 

 
 
Guild members often ask where they can find more support to develop their spinning 
and weaving skills with some tuition. Sweethay Studio can provide classes in both 
crafts. The studio has over thirty looms and facilities for disabled people. The classes 
are led by qualified tutors, who are members of the Somerset Guild. 
 
Weaving classes are held in the daytime on Tuesdays and on Wednesday evening. 
Spinning lessons and Tapestry lessons are held on alternate Wednesdays in the 
daytime. There is also a regular spinning group that meets monthly on a Monday. 
 
For further details contact:  For weaving: Paddy Bakker on 01823 325345 
                                            For spinning on: Margaret Knight on 01460 54498 

 
For Sale 

 
For Sale: Zwartbles shearling fleeces 
Beautiful dark brown colour £5 each. 
Contact: Margaret Knight 
Phone:  0146054498 
Email:  spinner54498@btinternet.com 
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Programme 2013 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Meetings begin at 10.30am at 
Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall 

Talks begin at 1.45pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
19th January  
Embellishing Demonstration 
Needle Punch Felting 
Sandra Coleridge 
 
 
16th February    
Members Dye Day 
Preparing for Dye Competition 
Committee Meeting 
Soup and Bread Lunch 
 
 
16th March 
How I Got Started 
Sara’s Texture Crafts 
Sara Millis 
Sara’s Sales Table am 
 
 
20th April 
Spinning Art Yarns 
Jill Shepherd 
Talk at 11.15am, Mini Workshop pm 
Committee Meeting 
Dyeing Competition 
 
18th May 
AGM 11.00 am 
The Elizabethan Textiles of 
Hardwick Hall 
Dr Gillian White  
 
 
 

 
 
 
15th & 16th June 
Fleece Fair Saturday 
Open Day for Visitors Sunday 
Evening Get Together for Guild 
Members (camping on Green if wanted) 
 
20th July 
British Rare Breed Sheep and the 
Work of the RBST 
Richard Broad, RBST Field Officer 
Committee meeting 
 
21st September 
The Costumes at Killerton House 
Shelley Tobin  
Costume Curator, Killerton House 
Committee Meeting 
 
19th October 
Travels and Textiles: A Wander 
around Rajasthan & Gujurat 
Tiggy Rawlings 
 
 
16th November 
Members Day: Sharing our Work 
Past, Present and Future 
Discussion of projects with each other 
Open sales day –bring unwanted 
textiles/goods/fibres for sale 
Committee Meeting 
Soup and Bread Lunch 
Spinning and Weaving competitions 


